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Committee Functions

Member
Membership
Budget
Vendor

Member 
Planning
Stakeholders
Study Scope
Transmission Plan

Enrolled Parties 
Planning
Facilitate FERC 
compliance

Enrolled Party 
and States
Study Scope 
Contributions
Plan Comments

Cost Allocation  
Task Force
Prequalification
Benefit and cost 
allocation



Annual Interregional Information Exchange

Study Scope
• Base Cases
• Assumptions
• Methodologies

Initial Reports Regional Transmission 
Plan

2024-2025_NorthernGrid_RTP.pdf

https://www.northerngrid.net/private-media/documents/2024-2025_NorthernGrid_RTP.pdf
https://www.northerngrid.net/private-media/documents/2024-2025_NorthernGrid_RTP.pdf
https://www.northerngrid.net/private-media/documents/2024-2025_NorthernGrid_RTP.pdf


Quarter 1

• AICM
• Data Submittal

Quarter 2

• Develop Study 
Scope

Quarters 
3,4

• Initial Analysis

Quarter 5

• Draft RTP 
AICM

• Cost 
Allocation 
work (if 
needed)

Quarters 
6,7

• Study work 
(dependent on 
update)

• Cost 
Allocation 
Determination 
(if needed)

Quarter 8

• Draft Final RTP
• Regional 

Transmission 
Plan

NorthernGrid FERC 1000 Planning Cycle



Was the ESR received by 
March 31?

As determined by the 
MPC:  

The scenario proposed 
could result in:

A.  A net reduction in 
total production cost to 

supply system load
B. reduced congestion; 

or 
C.  The integration of 
new resources and/or 
loads on an aggregate 

or regional basis

Submittal not 
ConsideredNo

Yes

ESR analysis Performed:  
1st ESR paid for by 

Enrolled Parties
2nd and beyond paid for 

by requesting party

Yes

No

Economic Study Request 
Process



Analysis
Rollup of Local 

Area Plans
Regional 

Combinations Selection

March 31

Data Submittal ESR Cost Allocation 
Request(s)



Stressed Conditions 
from 2024-2025 Cycle

Heavy System Loading, Lower renewable output

North to South, East to West

Low Hydro/End of Summer

East to West

West to East

South to North

Summer Peak

Winter Peak

Westbound West of Cascades North



Example from 2024-2025 Cycle:  West to East
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all Interfaces - P08 Montana to Northwest all Interfaces - P14 Idaho to Northwest

Negative values indicate 
eastbound directionality



Creation of power flow from production cost 
modeling

Export the hour from 
Production Cost Model

Run through 
transformation process 

Fine Tune Power Flow



Incorporation of Regional Combinations from the 
2024-2025 Cycle

RC 4:  
“Bugatti 
Case”  All 
Projects 
modeled 
as In-
Service



From the 2024-2025 
Planning Cycle





Cost Allocation 
Process

Project Sponsor 
submits project for 

Cost Allocation 
Consideration

Financial 
Review of 

Project 
Sponsor

Project Sponsor 
becomes Qualified 
Developer for all 
Affected Regions

15-day Cure Period

Passes

Fails

Technical 
Analysis of 
Qualif ied 

Developer’s 
Project

Project subject to 
Regional Cost Allocation

Consideration 
Discontinues

Fails

Cures

Project subject to 
Interregional Cost 

Allocation

Project not subject to 
Cost Allocation, 

Regional or 
Interregional

Regional Project Selected into Regional Plan

Interregional Project Selected into all Affected Regions Plans

Project Not Selected into Regional Plan



Stakeholder Involvement

Participate in open meetings

Comment on the following through 
Formal Comment Windows

Study Scope
Draft Regional Transmission Plan
Draft Final Regional Transmission Plan
Regional Transmission Plan

Informal Study Scope Development Team



Proposed 2026-
2027 Meeting 
Schedule for Public 
NorthernGrid 
Meetings

Monthly Member 
Planning Committee 
Meetings
Every Third Wednesday

Quarterly Enrolled 
Parties and States 
Committee Meetings
Fourth Wednesday of 
third month of every 
Quarter

All Meetings are noticed at least 7 business days in advance
The 2027 AICM has not yet been scheduled

2026 Annual 
Interregional 
Coordination Meeting



NorthernGrid Informational Series

NorthernGrid

Intro

FERC Orders

Resource Planning vs Transmission Planning

Participants in the NorthernGrid Planning Process

Walk-Through of the Planning Cycle

What is the Regional Transmission Plan

Technical Studies

Economic Studies

Cost Allocation

Cost Allocation Benefits & Payments

Role of the State

https://www.northerngrid.net/news/northerngrid-informational-series


Thank you!

https://www.Northerngrid.net

Chelsea Loomis
Western Power Pool
Chelsea.Loomis@westernpowerpool.org
503.445.1082

mailto:Chelsea.Loomis@westernpowerpool.org
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